
 

 

 
2017 Newsletter 

 
Upcoming NWL Events: 

 2017 Certificationééé.ééééééééé.......é.ééééé1 

  

Recent NWL Events: 

 Annual Meetingéééé....éééééééééééééééé2 

Photo Contest: Lichens and People...éééé.éééééééé4 

 

Upcoming Workshops / Courses: 

Northwest Botanical Instituteéééééééé..éééééé......6 

Siskiyou Field Instituteéééééééééééééééééé7 

 

Book Review: Field Guide to the Lichens of White Rocks, Reviewed by  

John Villellaééééééééééééééééé..ééééé8 

 

News and Projects from NW Lichenologists at Home and Abroad: 

Roger Rosentreter: [Multiple goodies]..........ééééééééé10 

 Andrea Pipp: Exploring the Mosses and Lichens of a Livestock  

Ranching Operation in Musselshell County....éé.ééé12 

 Kerry Knudsen: News and Updates..éééééééééé.éé18 

 Kelli Van Norman: Book Announcements and Lichen Talké........20 

 Diane Haughton and Trevor Goward: Lichen Revival IIIééé..21 

 

Store: 

  Lichen Appareléééééééééééééééééééé...23 

 Monographs in North American Lichenologyéééééééé.24 

 

Miscellaneous: 

 Lichen Blitzéééééééééééééééééééééé..27 

  

 

 

  

 

Stay tuned for information regarding the 2017 NWL Field Trip ! 

 

Visit our new and improved website! 

 

Check us out on Facebook!

http://northwest-lichenologists.wildapricot.org/
http://northwest-lichenologists.wildapricot.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NorthwestLichenologists/


 

1 

 

Upcoming NWL Events 
 

2017 NWL Certification Exam  
 
The 2017 Northwest Lichenologists Westside Macrolichens Certification will take place September 

7 and 8 at Lewis and Clark State Park near Chehalis, Washington. Facilities include bunkhouses, a 
large kitchen, and on-site camping, included in the cost of the exam.  Visit 

http://parks.state.wa.us/369/Lewis -Clark for more information regarding park facilities.  

Attendees must bring and prepare their own meals.  
 

The cost will be $25 per bed per night. The exam itself costs $100 which pays for the examiners 
to review the written exam and check the specimens collected on the exam plot.  

 
We also offer the use of the exam as a training. For those who feel they aren't ready to take the 

exam, you can participate in the field collection and identification wit h help in the field and in the 

lab from the examiners. The cost is the same as for the exam. 
 

Visit here for more information on the Certification Exam  

 

 
Part of the bunkhouse (Washington State Parks); Nephroma occultum  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

http://parks.state.wa.us/369/Lewis-Clark
http://northwest-lichenologists.wildapricot.org/page-1854204
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Recent NWL Events 
 

Annual Meeting  
 

The 2017 NWL Annual Meeting was held on March 29th through April 1st at Southern Oregon 

University in Ashland, Oregon, in conjunction with the annual Northwe st Scientific Association 
meeting and the California Lichen Society.  This yearôs theme was Understanding and Managing 
Diversity: From the Landscape to the Gene.   
 

Special Symposia included: 

 
* White Oak Restoration 

* Understanding Cryptic Diversity 
* Tra ditional Ecological Knowledge 

* Natural History in the 21st Century  

 
Many informative talks were given on lichen research and there was a poster presentation. 

Talks included: 
¶ Roger Rosentreter- Site suitability evaluation for translocating the federally endangered 

lichen, Cladonia perforata 

¶ Ricardo Miranda-Gonzalez- Lichen-invertebrate interactions in tropical dry forests  

¶ Abby L. Glauser- Cyanolichen distribution along a West-East climate gradient in Oregon 

¶ Nils Nelson-Biodiversity and floristic patterns of  epiphytic macrolichens on Quercus 
garryana in the Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument 

¶ Robert J. Smith- Vulnerability of forest lichen communities to  species loss under climatic 

warming 

¶ Bruce McCune- Estimating age of rock cairns in southeast Alaska by combining evidence 

from successional metrics, lichenometry, and carbon dating 

¶ Steve Sheehy- Cataloging the lichens of Lava Beds National Monument 

¶ Tom Carlberg- Scytinium singulare, a new lichen species from coastal California 

¶ Shelly Benson- Lichens in the mist: Investigating Californiaôs fog lichens 

¶ Alexander Young- Zonation of epiphyte dwelling meiofauna in a  Douglas-fir forest canopy 

¶ Eric B. Peterson- Macro-photogrammetry using structure -from-motion (SfM) to capture 

lichens with high-precision point clouds 
 

Field trip destinations included Horseshoe Ranch and Sampson Creek Preserve, both located 
within the boundaries of the recently expanded Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument. Sampson 

Creek Preserve is a newly established preserve on outskirts of Ashland. It was acquired by the 
Selberg Institute and is managed to maintain and promote biodiversity in this area of 

southwestern Oregon.  It is approximately 3000 acres and provides of diversity of habitats, 

including white oak and black oak woodlands, savannah, chaparral, grassland, conifer forests and 
riparian habitats.  Horseshoe Ranch was previously a working ranch that is now managed by the 

State of California.  Habitats are similar to those of Sampson Creek, but with somewhat differing 
plant species and more frequent rock habitats.  

 

For future years: We are eager to have YOU help to organize the meeting. The meeting is 
arranged on a year-by-year basis, depending on the location of the NWSA meeting. This usually 

happens in mid to late March. The annual meeting typ ically has four components: talks that 
present ongoing or completed research (we try to keep this as casual and informal as possible); a 

workshop on a particular topic, genus, or area; field trips to some local spots of interest; and 

evening socializing, usually at a local restaurant. Next yearôs meeting will be in Olympia, 
Washington. 
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 Lalita Calabria and Bruce McCune held in complete awe of the  
 magnificent Umbilicaria phaea var. coccinea (foreground)  at 

 Horseshoe Ranch (S. Loring) 
 

 

 
 Closeup of Umbilicaria phaea var. coccinea (right) and  

 var. phaea (left)  
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Photo Contest: Lichens and People  
 

NWL held a photo contest in early 2017 for the best photos  showing a person or people 
admiring, using, sampling, studying, or ot herwise interacting with lichens.  The winners are:  

 

        First place: Lichen Desperados by Terri Knoke 

 
 
 

        First runner up: Children Admiring Saxicolous Lichens by Rabah Khedim 
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       Second runner up: Lichen Mandala after the Snowmelt  by Nathaniel Stuart 
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Upcoming Workshops / Courses: 
 

Northwest Botanical Institute  

 
Pacific Northwest Bryophyte Identification Workshop ï 201 7(?)   

 
Dave Wagner is considering teaching another one of his renowned bryophyte workshops during 

the first week of October in 2017. He would like to hear from peo ple who might be interested in 
attending. His contact information is found below. The following description is provided so that 

potential attendees can have a general understanding of the type of course he teaches ï this is 

an example from a previous course of his and does not directly apply to 2017 : 
 

This fall a four-day, intermediate level bryophyte identification workshop. This workshop is 
designed for participants with a strong botany background and a general knowledge of the basics 

of bryophyte structu re and life cycles. Folks who have some experience identifying bryophytes 

can expect to kick their level of competence with the regional flora up a notch or two.   
 

The class involves four days of integrated lectures, field study and lab practice. A classroom with 
good microscope bench space for all students is available. Students are asked to bring their own 

microscopes and critical dissecting tools. 

 
The focus of this workshop will be an intensive training in using the contemporary identification 

keys pertinent to our area.  Primary attention will be directed to mastering  Contributions Toward 
a Bryoflora of California: II A Key to the Mosses (D. Norris and J. Shevock, Madroño 2004) with 

attention also given to Elva Lawton's 1971 Moss Flora of the Pacific Northwest. Identification of 
liverworts and hornworts will emphasize Contributions toward a Bryoflora of California: III Keys 

éfor Liverworts and Hornworts (W. Doyle and R. Stotler, Madroño 2006) and the just formally 

published Guide to the Liverworts of Oregon (D.H. Wagner, Northwest Botanical Institute 2014). 
Using electronic keys will be demonstrated with time for in -class practice by students with laptop 

computers. 
 

Participants will receive a generous selection of valuable, mostly unpublished material, both 

printed and in digital format. They will get a comprehensive review of online resources and the 
most useful current literature from other parts of the world, too.  An ample selection of study 

specimens will be provided. Participants will be taught lab t echniques needed to observe the 
features used in keying with supervised practice of these techniques. More advanced students 

are encouraged to bring challenging or critical specimens for supervised study.  
 

Cost is $350 plus any housing fees. Space is limited; early inquiry is recommended. Please 

contact me directly at davidwagner@mac.com. 
 

David H. Wagner, Ph.D. 
Northwest Botanical Institute  

P.O. Box 30064 

Eugene, OR 97403-1064 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

mailto:davidwagner@mac.com
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Siskiyou Field Institute 
To register, please go to their website http://www.thesfi.org/index.asp  

 
Delving into the Lichen Genus Cladonia 
Instructor: Daphne Stone, Ph.D. 
Dates: Tuesday - Wednesday, April 11-12, 2017 

Tuition:  $150 

  
Join us in exploring the magical, diverse and complex genus Cladonia, sometimes known as the 

pixie lichens. We will discuss the vocabulary of this genus, learn how to use the Cladonia key in 
McCune & Geiser, and try to identify collections found on local field trips. Weôll then test 

specimens with chemical spotting and learn how to interpret the results. Class will emphasize 
common species in all their diverse forms; a slow pace of learning will be encouraged. Students 

will also have time to enhance their Cladonia studies with drawing and photography.   

------------------------------------------------------------------  
The Lichens and Flora of Lava Beds 

Instructors: Steve Sheehy and Sarah Malaby 
Dates: Friday-Sunday, June 9-11, 2017 

Tuition: $165 

 
Learn about the lichens that color rocks of Lava Beds National Monument and discover the 

wildflowers that bejewel its many habitats from sagebrush steppe to Ponderosa pine forest. This 
field course will investigate both vascular plants and lichens under the g uidance of a lichenologist 

and a botanist who will introduce you to this floristically intriguing area. The Monumentôs rocks, 
tree branches and ancient soils have given rise to a diversity of lichen species, including soil 

crusts. Weôll observe and learn about the lichens by hiking in the Monument, collecting specimens 

in surrounding areas and then examining them under microscopes. In a series of hikes, weôll 
botanize a variety of plant communities and also enjoy close-up views of spring birds and insect 

pollinators, too.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------  

Rare Lichens of Oregon 

Instructor: Scot Loring  
Date: Saturday-Sunday, September TBA 

Tuition: $150 
 

Oregon is home to many rare and sensitive lichen species. Many are also of conservation concern 
in adjacent states. Come and explore their uniqueness and beauty in both the field and lab with 

an author of the recently published book  Rare Lichens of Oregon. Learn how to identify them in 

the classroom and view local sites in the nearby mountains and valleys of the Klamath-Siskiyou 
region. Specimens covering the vast majority of species included in the book will be on hand for 

examination.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
Cladonia prolifica 

http://www.thesfi.org/index.asp
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Book Review 
 

Field Guide to the Lichens of White Rocks (Boulder, Colorado)  
By Erin A. Tripp. 170 Pages. University Press of Colorado, 2016  

 
Reviewed by John Villella 

 
White Rocks is a large sandstone rock formation that is preserved as green space in 
Boulder Colorado and home to many rare animals and vascular plants. With around 
100 acres this relatively small area is a biodiversity hotspot due to its unique 
geology and habitat diversity. The lichen flora of this unique habitat is beautifully 
illustrated in th is comprehensive guide to the lichens of White Rocks Open Space. 
Many of the species illustrated are common in montane settings, but western North 
American lichenologists exploring similar sandstone rock habitats will be happy to 
have this full color guide to many of the less well-known species.  
 
The book opens with an introduction orienting the reader to the setting and putting 
in context the preserve in terms of its geological and protection history. The sections 
on lichen biology and reproduction are succinct and incorporate an up to the minute 
understanding of lichens, and are written in a style sure to engage even the novice.  
The author includes many interesting themes that seem to range wide in 
lichenology but then ties it back to the species specific to White Rocks.  Most of the 
descriptive features of morphology and reproduction discussed are linked to local 
species, thus increasing the utility of the species illustrations.     
  
The main feature of the book is the individual species descriptions. For each species 
found at White Rocks there is a full color, full page picture, many with insets 
showing additional details.  Although this book is focused on field identification of 
White Rock lichens, a few pictures of the internal anatomy of apothecia, or spores 
etc. would have helped better visualize some of the species. Each species is 
described using easy-to-recognize features that focus on distinguishing species from 
one another in this habitat or the nearby area. This is an approach that is refreshing, 
getting at the features of the gestalt as well as the technical differences. It is 
apparent that the author uses all her senses to experience lichens, for instance in the 
description of Dermatocarpon moulinsii ÓÈÅ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÄÅÒ ÔÏ Ȱgive it a little 
ÓÑÕÉÓÈȢ )ÔȭÓ ÌÉËÅ ÂÉÒÄÉÎÇ ÂÙ ÅÁÒȱȢ   
 
The common names are one of my favorite components of this book, they range 
ÆÒÏÍ ÖÅÒÙ ÕÔÉÌÉÔÁÒÉÁÎ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÏÒÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Ȱ+Ϲ ÃÒÕÓÔȱ ÆÏÒ Caloplaca pratensis, to more 
×ÈÉÍÓÉÃÁÌ ÎÁÍÅÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Ȱ! 4ÅØÔÕÒÅÄ $ÉÌÅÍÍÁȱ ÆÏÒ Lecanora garovaglii. Some 
common themes for names include foods and cowboys. Here are some examples: 
Ȱ/ÖÅÒ %ÁÓÙ ,ÉÃÈÅÎȱ ÆÏÒ Candelariella rosulansȟ Ȱ7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ #ÒÅÐÅÓȱ ÆÏÒ Endocarpon 
pallidulumȟ Ȱ"ÕÔÔÅÒ "ÉÓÃÕÉÔÓȱ ÆÏÒ Lecanora argopholisȟ Ȱ/ÕÔÌÁ× !ÓÈÅÓȱ ÆÏÒ Verrucaria 
beltraminianaȟ ÁÎÄ Ȱ&ÌÁÍÉÎÇ #Ï×ÇÉÒÌÓȱ ÆÏÒ Caloplaca saxicola. Some may even tell us 
ÍÏÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÃÈÅÎÏÌÏÇÉÓÔ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÃÈÅÎ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ Ȱ-Ù /ÌÄ &ÒÉÅÎÄȱ ÆÏÒ Lecanora 
muralis ÏÒ Ȱ! 4ÙÐÉÃÁÌ -ÏÎÄÁÙȱ ÆÏÒ Xanthomendoza fallax.  
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News and Projects from NW Lichenologists at Home and Abroad 
(Generally in the order received) 

 

From  Roger Rosentreter : 
 

Roger graciously contributed multiple items.  The first two relate to the 2016 

International Association of Lichenologists meeting in Helsinki, Finland, attended by 

more than 300 lichenologists from around the world.   

 

 

Dr. Bruce McCune receives the Acharius Medal 
 

At each IAL meeting, held every four years, one or more people are awarded the 

Acharius Medal in recognition of outstanding work in the field of lichenology. At the 

2016 meeting, our own Bruce McCune was awarded this medal. Among his numerous 

achievements, Bruce has authored or co-authored many papers and multiple books, 

described many new species, accessioned over 37,000 biological specimens, and co-

designed the ecological analysis programs HyperNiche and PC-ORD. He is a world 

authority on Hypogymnia, co-founder of Northwest Lichenologists, and Professor at 

Oregon State University. As quoted from Peter Crittenden, who presented the medal to 

Bruce: ñBruce is highly regarded by those who work with him. Adjectives used by his 

close associates to describe him include amazing, supportive, generous, humble, 

inspiring, brilliant, productive, kind, encouraging, and inquisitive. In correspondence 

with his collaborators one person wrote óBruce is one of my favourite people on the 

planetô another óEvery conversation (with him) is a treasure because he is such a 

wonderful bank of knowledge and ideasô. It is clear that Bruce is greatly appreciated by, 

and a friend to, all who have worked with him.ò Congrats, Bruce! 

 

 

Finland Ǉ 

 

Next up, we have a song performed at the IAL meeting. One should experience and 

understand the original Monty Python performance of ñFinlandò to truly appreciate this, 

but it is funny as stands: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0_WqT097JCI 

 

Transcribed: 

 

ñFinland, Finland, Finland 

The country where I want to be 

Lichens, Reindeer and Drinking, or just listening to talk  

Finland, Finland, Finland 

It's the country for me 

 

Your lichens so lovely  

Your forests so green  

Solorina crocea  

Platismatia too 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0_WqT097JCI
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Finland, Finland, Finland 

The country where I want 

to be  

Eating breakfast or dinner 

Or snack lunch in the bus  

Finland, Finland, Finland  

It's the country for me 

 

We'll be sorry to leave you  

Hypogymnia too 

Cladonia stellaris  

Reindeers love to chew 

 

Finland, Finland, Finland              The videographer 

The country where I want to be  

Your mountains so lofty                      

Your tree tops so tall  

Finland, Finland, Finland  

Finland has it allò 

 

 

The Modern Lichen 

 

And finally, due to the recent discovery of the role of basidiomycete yeasts in the lichen 

symbiosis (thanks, Toby Spribille and co-workers!), Roger has made modifications to the 

old saying about Freddie Fungus and Alice Algaeé 

 
Times are tough out in Nature these days 
Housing costs and utility bills are up 

So Freddy Fungus and Alice Algae decided it was best to get 

a roommate. 

 

So the cellist, Yo-Yo (Ma) yeast moved in. 

With some great music, harmony and a bit of genetics, 

The three Freddy, Alice and Yo-Yo made music together. 

 

Yo-Yo has them covered on the outside,  

Alice brings in the groceries, and  

Freddy holds them all together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


